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Paideia Seminar Plan





Text: “The Crow & the Pitcher” 





Author: Aesop (ca. 620-560 BCE)








Ideas & Values: ingenuity, persistence





Materials: 1 gallon jug w/ hole cut in top, 1/2” diameter pebbles, water-based marker, water, paper, crayons, storyboard paper





The National Paideia Center


Phone: (919) 962-3128


Web: www.paideia.org


E-mail: info@paideia.org
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Content Steps
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Provide background information. 





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. 


Mark structural features of text. Number sentences.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read story to children, pausing to provide explanations as needed. Read story again.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.











Seminar Steps
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AFTER SEMINAR





What to Do





Drawing Activity


Present task. Ask children to record responses to questions below and then draw storyboard or comic illustrating what happened in story. It should contain at least four frames.


What are the key events in the story?


How might you draw each event in a way that another person would understand what happened in the story?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Record responses.


Create. Draw storyboard, incorporating key events.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.





BEFORE SEMINAR
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





(If possible, divide students into two groups at this point – each led by an adult facilitator.)





What kind of animal could get water out of this jug? (round-robin response)


How do you know? (spontaneous discussion)





Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





(Perform activity. Ask for volunteer. A child should pour liter of water in jug and then mark water level on outside of jug with water-based marker. Meanwhile, the facilitator should distribute pebbles. The same child should carry jug around circle, allowing others to place their pebbles in jug while carefully observing.)





What happened when the pebbles were placed in the water?





What made the water go up? 








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





What could you add to the picture to show what happened?


























AFTER SEMINAR





Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











