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Pre-Seminar and Post-Seminar: Graphic Organizer
The Dove

Romare Bearden (1911-1988)
While looking closely and carefully at The Dove, jot down a few notes on its various features. Use the white space around these boxes to write other words that express your reaction to the work.
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Text: The Dove





Publication Date: 1964





Author: Romare Bearden (1911-1988)








Ideas & Values: African-American experience, collage, paradox, part-whole relationships
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Content Steps
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Perform initial inspection. Examine painting, displayed in room and online.


Provide background information. Romare Bearden was an influential African-American artist born in Charlotte, North Carolina around 1911. About three years later he moved with his family to New York, where he lived and worked through most of his adult life. Bearden had a degree in education and earned a living as a social worker, but his true avocation was as an artist. The Dove was one of 21 works that Bearden created during his involvement with “The Spiral,” a self-titled group that formed in July 1963, one month before the historic march on Washington. The Spiral’s goal was to define “what is black art?” and to investigate the role of the black artist in a segregated society. Bearden’s use of collage meant that he broke up and rearranged mass-produced images to show new relationships and interpretations. 





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Review relevant vocabulary on Word Wall (see Karales Plan). 


Mark structural features of text. Agree on vertical/horizontal reference points (quadrants: 1-4, clockwise). 





Analytical Reading


Begin to analyze details. Obtain copy of print. Trace prominent shapes in painting.


Complete graphic organizer. Refer to copy of print and note key features of The Dove.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.











Seminar Steps











BEFORE SEMINAR





One focal point:





AFTER SEMINAR





What to Do





Analytical Reading Activity Revisited


Update tracing and graphic organizer. Reflect on knowledge gained by seminar discussion and add details.





Writing Activity


Present question prompts. Ask participants to record responses to the following questions:


How did the seminar impact your thinking?


Was your first impression of the painting reinforced or changed? Explain.


Support generative process. 


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Reflect on initial inspection and seminar discussion.


Create. Record responses.


Display. Share responses with group and discuss.





Drawing Activity


Present task. Time permitting, introduce next art project and ask participants to begin producing sketches.


Support generative process. 


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. 


Create. 


Revise. 
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











Other key elements: 





Opening Questions 


Identify main ideas from text.





What word would you use to describe the mood of The Dove? (round-robin response)  


Why? (spontaneous discussion)





Which particular segment or collection of patterns contributes to the mood? (spontaneous discussion; restate mood word and use reference points)











Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





Is there another segment or collection of patterns that evokes a different mood/feeling?


Why or why not?





There are assorted faces and other parts of bodies in The Dove. Which one stands out to you?





What do the people have in common? 





How would you describe the relationship between the horizontal segments – the street, people, and buildings?





How do you think the meaning of this work differs today from when it was created? 





In your opinion, what does this work of art tell us about landscape?  





What assumptions might we be making about this work?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





How does this piece of art reflect your experience as an American?








Facial expressions:





Architectural details:








AFTER SEMINAR





Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











