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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Provide background information. 


Define symbolism and provide examples.


On June 14, 1777 the Second Continental Congress passed the Flag Resolution which stated: “Resolved, that the flag of the United States be thirteen stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen stars, white in a blue field, representing a new Constellation.” Flag Day is observed on June 14 each year.


In 1892 author and minister Francis Bellamy wrote the original Pledge of Allegiance for a popular children’s magazine. It read as follows: “I pledge allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for which it stands, one nation indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” It was seen as a call for unity and wholeness after the bitter divisions of the Civil War. It was also intended to be easily memorized and quickly recited. The phrases “of the United States of America” and “under God” were added later to mend what were seen by some as shortcomings in the original.





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words and phrases of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Designate front/back, top/bottom, and left/right of flag.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read Pledge individually and silently. Read aloud during seminar.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.











Seminar Steps
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Text: The American Flag





Publication Date: 1777





Author: Members of Second 


             Continental Congress





AFTER SEMINAR





What to Do





Drawing Activity


Present task and question prompts. Distribute unlined paper and colored pencils. Ask participants to respond to questions below on one side and draw flag on reverse. 


What ideas and values should be embodied by our school flag?


What symbols should be used to represent these ideas and values?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Reflect on seminar discussion. Record responses.


Create. Draw flag, integrating ideas from responses.


Revise, if necessary.


Display. Time permitting, cast votes to determine class flag (or select and combine features from different flags) and work in small groups to produce final copies of it.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





When you look at the American Flag, what is the most interesting detail that you see? (round-robin response) 


Why? (spontaneous discussion)





Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





The stripes on the flag represent the original 13 colonies that became the United States. Why do you think the original designers chose red and white as the colors for those stripes? 





A new star has been added each time a new state has joined the union, and the 50 stars represent the 50 states. Why do you think the designers chose white stars on a blue background to symbolize the states? 





The flag is often discussed as a symbol of America. What American ideas or values do you think the flag represents? 


Why?





(Read aloud or recite Pledge as group. Participants may stand and salute while saying Pledge if desired.) 





Does the Pledge capture the ideas and values you most closely associate with America? 


Why or why not?





Do you think it makes sense to pledge allegiance to a symbol?


Why or why not?





Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





If we were to design a flag to represent our school, what ideas and values would the flag embody?


What symbols would be used to represent these ideas and values?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











