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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Provide background information. 





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number lines.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read poem silently and individually. Then read aloud as group (see activity below).


Begin to analyze details. While reading poem aloud as group, determine what syllable is accented (“We”). Tap on desks in “SLAM-clap-clap, SLAM-clap-clap” pattern. This pattern is called “dactyllic” (accented syllable followed by two un-accented syllables). Stand and step the rhythm, which is very waltz-like.


Transform poem into skit. Form small groups and plan how to act out poem. Assign different roles to each group member. With one group member narrating, present skit to everyone in room.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Writing Activity


Present task. Ask participants to record response to question below and then write poem about healthy living, emulating Brooks’s style.


What are examples of healthy behaviors that tend to help people “live long”? Make a list.


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Record response.


Create. Write poem, inserting ideas and insights.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





Which is the most dangerous activity in this poem? (round-robin response)


Why?





Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





What does it mean to “Sing sin” and “Thin gin”?





How does one “Jazz June”?





Why do all the lines, except for the last one, end with “We”?





What word would you use to describe the mood of each of the poem’s four stanzas? Write one word beside each stanza. Discuss your choices with someone sitting next to you. 





How did the mood of the poem change in eight short lines?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





What message does this poem have for young people today?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











