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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Provide background information. “The Terrapin and the Rabbit” is a version of a Cherokee folk tale collected by amateur folklorist James Mooney during the early 19th century. In part it was intended to instruct Cherokee boys and girls in the values of the tribe. It was often told during the rituals that surrounded the playing of Cherokee stick ball (like lacrosse), which was often violently contested between clans.





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number paragraphs.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read story silently and individually. Then read aloud as group. 





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Writing Activity


Present question prompts. Ask participants to respond to questions below with a description and explanation and then discuss.


What is one positive characteristic of the terrapin? 


One negative characteristic? 


What is one positive characteristic of the rabbit? 


One negative characteristic? 


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Reflect on seminar discussion.


Create. Record responses.


Revise, if necessary.


Display. Share responses with group and discuss.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





Should the terrapin have used the strategy it did in order to win the race? Yes or no? (show of hands)


Why? (spontaneous discussion)





Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





What is revealed about the character of the rabbit?  





What is revealed about the character of the terrapin?  





Based on the text, why do you think the terrapin’s plan was successful?  





How are the values expressed in the story like your own?  


How are they different from your own?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





If you had been one of the animals present at the race and you saw what the terrapins had done, would you have reported them to the rabbit?  


Why or why not?




















AFTER SEMINAR





Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











