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Paideia Seminar Plan





Text: View from Mount Holyoke, 


         Northampton, MA, After a 


        Thunderstorm (The Oxbow) 


Publication Date: 1836





Author: Thomas Cole (1801-1848)











Ideas & Values: art, civilization, human vs. natural, landscape
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Content Steps





Who*








F/P


P





F



























































F/P





F/P








P














P











What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Perform initial inspection. Examine paintings, displayed in room and online.


Provide background information.


Thomas Cole was an English-born American artist. He is regarded as the founder of the Hudson River School, a mid-19th century American art movement influenced by romanticism and naturalism. Cole's Hudson River School, as well as his own work, is known for its realistic, detailed portrayal of American landscape and wilderness. Cole chose to paint View from Mt. Holyoke (or The Oxbow) in part because it was one of the most famous tourist destinations in North America at a time when America was already becoming a country more urban than rural in its orientation. 


Richard Diebenkorn was an abstract artist whose work was produced after World War II, when there was an explosion of abstract art in America that focused on the reaction of the individual artist to what he or she saw rather than the realistic portrayal of a natural scene. 


Both Cole’s The Oxbow and Diebenkorn’s Cityscape, though produced over 125 years apart in time, are large, colorful paintings intended to draw the viewer into the scene.


Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Review relevant vocabulary on Word Wall (see Karales Plan). 


Mark structural features of text.





Analytical Reading


Complete graphic organizer. Obtain copy of The Oxbow or Cityscape I and Venn diagram. Examine painting. On one side of diagram, list elements that seem natural, including concrete phenomena (tree, cloud, light, color, etc.). On other side, list phenomena that seem more human or man-made than natural. Finally, list phenomena that seem to be both in mid-section.


Begin to analyze details. Locate participant with copy of other painting. Share and discuss your findings.








What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.











Seminar Steps











BEFORE SEMINAR





Text: Cityscape I





Publication Date: 1963





Author: Richard Diebenkorn 


            (1922-1993)





AFTER SEMINAR





What to Do





Drawing Activity


Present task. Ask participants to explore theme of human vs. natural by sketching scene portraying nature of this relationship.


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Contemplate places where nature and humans interact and intermingle.


Create. Sketch some scenes. Add title and signature to each sketch.


Revise, if necessary.


Display. Post sketches in room alongside one print of each painting.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





If you had the opportunity, which of these two paintings would you display in your home/room? (round-robin response) 


Why? (spontaneous discussion)











Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





What do you think is the most interesting detail in Cole’s The Oxbow? 


Why?





What do you think is the most interesting detail in Diebenkorn’s Cityscape I?


Why?





In what ways are these two paintings similar? 





In what ways are they different? 





Is there any sense of movement suggested by either painting? 


What effect does this sense of movement (or lack of movement) have?





Diebenkorn’s Cityscape I was painted over 125 years after Cole’s The Oxbow. Do you think that the two paintings suggest anything about our changing relationship to the natural world?


If so, what?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





When you write your memoirs, which of these two paintings would best reflect how you see the world? 


OR


Would you choose either painting as an illustration of part of your life? 


Why?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











