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Text: “An Ominous Baby”





Publication Date: 1894





Author: Stephen Crane (1871-1900)








Ideas & Values: perception, language, nature vs. nurture, thinking
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Perform quick pre-write. Ask participants to contemplate the question below and then draft a letter to themselves, explaining the truth about human nature.


Are people good because they want to be? Or are they good because they are afraid to be bad? (Plato, The Republic)


Provide background information. Stephen Crane became a well respected writer early in his short life. His writing was known for descriptive vividness and intensity, and he was particularly skilled in writing with dialect and irony. As a war correspondent, he was once stranded in a shipwreck on the way to Cuba. This experience was the inspiration for a short story entitled “The Open Boat.” “The Ominous Baby” was published in a volume of short works entitled Maggie, A Girl of the Streets and other NY Writings. Crane died of tuberculosis at age 29.





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number paragraphs. 





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read silently and individually.








What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Writing Activity


Present task. Ask participants to record responses to questions below and then write second draft of self-addressed letter. It should be about three paragraphs long, and it should include at least two points of view and references.


What are a few different points of view about human nature? 


What is the origin of each point of view?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Record responses. Perform research, if necessary.


Create. Update letter, using standard formatting and integrating multiple viewpoints and references.


Revise, if necessary. Self-assess letter with scoring guide.


Display. Trade letters with another participant. Read and then discuss.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





Which idea is most essential to the story? Experience, fate, good/evil, language, or power?


Why?








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





What do you think about the way Crane uses the word “baby”?





How would you describe the relationships between the characters?





What, if anything, disturbs you about this story? 





How does the language in this story lead your thinking?





What assumptions does this story challenge?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





Imagine you are a bystander amid a similar course of events. What, if anything, would you do?

















AFTER SEMINAR





Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











