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Paideia Seminar Plan





Text: “Any Human to Another”





Publication Date: 1935





Author: Countee Cullen (1903-1946)








Ideas & Values: unity, one/many, joy, sorrow, compassion, poetry














The National Paideia Center


Phone: (919) 962-3128


Web: www.paideia.org


E-mail: info@paideia.org





Who*


F








F











F/P











P








Who*


P








F/P








F/P











Content Steps





Who*








F/P


F


















































F/P








F/P








P





P








What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Provide background information. Born in New York City, Countee Cullen graduated from New York University and later earned a master’s degree from Harvard. Cullen was one of the leaders of the movement to construct an intellectual and aesthetic culture for blacks in America, especially for those who had come from the South to NYC in the early 1900s. During the cultural movement known as the Harlem Renaissance, he often wrote about the condition of black people in America. His poetry was generally proud and optimistic. Unlike most other poets of his time, he used traditional forms and methods. However, no other poet expressed the general sentiments of contemporary African-Americans more eloquently than Cullen.





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number lines.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read poem silently and individually. Then read aloud as group.


Begin to analyze details. Paraphrase each stanza. Record meaning in your own words.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Writing Activity


Present task and question prompts. Ask participants to record responses to questions below and then write letter of encouragement or thanks to rescue workers involved in recent humanitarian crisis (i.e. natural disaster or war). Review letters and then attempt to deliver them via relevant organization.


Who are the victims of the crisis?


Why do they need assistance?


How might they have felt during the crisis?


How might they feel now?


What motivates their efforts?


Who are the workers?


How might they have felt during the crisis?


How might they feel now?


What motivates their efforts?


Why is their work important?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Reflect on seminar discussion. Respond to questions.


Create. Write letter, using standard formatting and integrating ideas and insights from responses.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





How would you state the poet’s message in fewer than 10 words? (round-robin response) 


Explain. (spontaneous discussion)








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





How does the simile in the first stanza (“like an arrow”) compare to the simile in the final stanza (“like a blade”)?


What do these images suggest about the nature of sorrow?





What does the speaker mean about grief being “diverse and single” in the second stanza? 


How does this apply to humans?





What does the speaker mean by the last sentence, “Of bitter aloes wreathed, my sorrow must be laid on your head like a crown”?





Why does the speaker feel that joy is more difficult to share than sorrow?





What does this poem say about sharing our lives with others?





Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





How can we share joy with others?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











