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Pre-Seminar Content: Two Column Notes

The Origin of Species, “Recapitulation and Conclusion” (Ch. 15)

Charles Darwin (1809-1882)

There are 13 paragraphs in this excerpt from The Origin of Species. For each paragraph, determine the main or topic sentence and record it in the left-hand column. In your own words, explain the meaning of the sentence in the right-hand column.

	Topic Sentence for Paragraph
	Your Understanding of the Sentence

	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.


	1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Provide background information. At the time that Charles Darwin was chosen (almost by accident) to join the British survey vessel Beagle for a voyage to South America and the Pacific Ocean, he was a young, undistinguished English natural historian. From 1831-1836, he performed studies whenever and wherever the Beagle landed. His later reflections were summed up in two monumental books: The Origin of Species (1859) and The Descent of Man (1871). From the beginning, his theories about “descent with modification” or evolution, were extremely controversial as they were seen to contradict the received truth of The Bible and other primary religious works. Our text is Darwin’s summary of his original argument from the last chapter (“Recapitulation and Conclusion”) of The Origin of Species.





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number paragraphs.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read silently and individually.


Complete graphic organizer. Record topic sentence of each paragraph in left column. In your own words, explain meaning of sentence in right column.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Writing, Drawing, or Building Activity


Present task or question prompt.


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan.


Create.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





This section reviews Darwin’s arguments for “descent with modification.” What sentence in the excerpt do you find most intriguing? (round-robin response)  


Why? (spontaneous discussion)








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





In the end of par. 5, Darwin writes, “the Natural System is a genealogical arrangement…and we have to discover the lines of descent by the most permanent characters whatever they may be and of however slight vital importance.” What do you think Darwin means by “genealogical arrangement”? 


Why do you think he emphasizes “permanent characters” as the key to understanding genealogy?





In the last sentence of par. 8, Darwin states, “Great is the power of steady misrepresentation; but the history of science shows that fortunately this power does not long endure.” Can you think of an example?





In par. 9 of this excerpt, Darwin writes that species have been modified “chiefly through the natural selection of numerous successive, slight, favourable variations.” Why are variations so important in the evolution of species?





Darwin opens par. 10 by writing, “I see no good reason why the views given in this volume should shock the religious feelings of any one.” Then, in par. 11 Darwin asks “why… until recently did nearly all the most eminent living naturalists and geologists disbelieve in the mutability of species?” Why do you think Darwin’s arguments have proven so problematic?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





Darwin’s 19th Century work is seminal for those who study the natural world. How do the ideas in this text affect your thinking about science?  
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











