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Content Steps
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Perform quick pre-write. Record responses to questions below and then briefly discuss.


Why do people wear masks?  


Can you recall a time that you concealed your true thoughts or feelings?


Perform mask activity. Obtain paper. Draw two pictures (one on each side): your true/private face and your public face or mask. Also complete short journal entry about significance of each drawing.


Provide background information. Paul Laurence Dunbar was the first African-American to gain national eminence as a poet. Born in 1872 in Dayton, Ohio, he was the son of ex-slaves and the classmate of Orville Wright of aviation fame. Although he lived to be only 33 years old, Dunbar was prolific, writing short stories, novels, librettos, plays, songs and essays as well as the poetry for which he became well known. He was popular with contemporary black and white readers, and his works are celebrated today by scholars and school children alike.





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number lines.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read poem silently and individually. Then read aloud as group.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Writing Activity


Present task and question prompts. Ask participants to write expository essay in response to one question below. Remind participants that purpose of expository writing is to explain, clarify, or provide reader with information. 


What one thing most makes you who you are? Consider your unique features as well as your appearance, personality, preferences, heritage, etc. Support your ideas with examples and details from your personal experiences.


Can you recall a time when you encountered someone very different from you? Describe what you learned about the other person as well as what you learned about yourself. Support your ideas with examples and details.


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Select topic. Reflect on seminar discussion and personal experiences.


Create. Write essay.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What is the most significant word or phrase in this poem? (round-robin response)  


Why? (spontaneous discussion)








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





According to this poem, what does the outside of the mask look like?





What is behind the mask?  





According to Dunbar’s poem, why does one wear the mask?





What is meant by line 14, “But let the world dream otherwise”?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





Why would someone in our school, city, state, or world choose to wear a mask instead of revealing their diversity?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











