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Post-Seminar: Graphic Organizer

“Mending Wall”

Robert Frost (1874-1963)

1. Select a topic.
· Why is it important to accept others’ differences in your home, in school, and/or in the country? You may use examples from your life, personal observations, and/or from the news.  Compare and contrast acceptance and intolerance.
· How should you handle a situation in which you disagree with someone and there seems no resolution to the conflict? How should you NOT handle the situation? Compare and contrast your approaches.
2. Think about the topic and PLAN your writing in the spaces below.

Concept 1:_____________________   



Concept 2:____________________
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Perform quick pre-write. Record responses to questions below and then briefly discuss.


What would you like to keep out of your life?


How would you accomplish this?


Provide background information. Define “symbol” as person, place, object or action that has meaning in itself and also represents something larger than itself.  





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number lines.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read silently and individually. Then read aloud as group.


Begin to analyze details. While reading individually, make at least two connections by recording notes in margins. Keep in mind three types of connections:


Text-to-self: Connections between the poem and your experiences and memories. These may start with “This reminds me of….”


Text-to-world: Connections you make between the poem and what you know about the world.


Text-to-text: Connections you make between this poem and another piece of writing. These connections may deal with plot, content, style, or ideas in the poem.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Writing Activity


Present task and question prompts. Ask participants to select one question below and complete graphic organizer. Afterwards, participants should write short essay.


Why is it important to accept others’ differences in your home, in school, and/or in the country? You may use examples from your life, personal observations, and/or the news. Compare and contrast acceptance and intolerance.


How should you handle a situation in which you disagree with someone and there seems no resolution to the conflict? How should you NOT handle the situation? Compare and contrast your approaches.


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Select topic. Reflect on seminar discussion. Complete graphic organizer.


Create. Write essay, integrating ideas and insights from graphic organizer.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What word would you use to characterize either the speaker? The neighbor? (round-robin response; draw two columns on board, overhead, etc. and chart responses)  


Why? (spontaneous discussion) 








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





Reread the first four lines. What is happening? 


Why is it significant?





What does the wall symbolize?





Why do the neighbor and speaker disagree about the wall/fence?





Reread lines 30-37 and consider the speaker’s statement that he would rather his neighbor “said it for himself.” How do these two people handle their differences?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





How would you handle a situation in which you disagree with someone and there seems no way of getting him/her to agree with you?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











