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Publication Date: 1872





Author: John Gast (1842-unknown)








Ideas & Values: western expansion, relationships, motivation, symbol, emigration
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Perform initial inspection. Examine painting, displayed in room and online.


Provide background information. 





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Review relevant vocabulary on Word Wall (see Karales Plan).


Mark structural features of text. 





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. List features of painting that you consider important.


Begin to analyze details. Share features. Briefly discuss their significance.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.











Seminar Steps











BEFORE SEMINAR
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What to Do





Opening Question Revisited


Present question prompt. Ask participants to record response to the following question:


What title would you give Gast’s painting now? Explain.





Drawing


Present task and question prompts. Ask students to create sketch set in present and inspired by ideal of progress, before responding to the following questions:


What features of your sketch symbolize or demonstrate progress?


In what way do these features illustrate this ideal?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Contemplate meaning of progress and real-world examples of progress you’ve witnessed or heard.


Create. Draw sketch, integrating imagery related to concept of progress. Respond to questions.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What title would you give this painting? (round-robin response)


Why? (spontaneous discussion)








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





What do you notice about the people/animals?





Who or what does the white-clothed female represent? 





The brown object in the white-clothed female’s arm has the words “school book” written on it.  Why?





If you were to divide the picture in half, where would you draw the line?


Why?





The artist gave this painting the title American Progress. Why?





The artist created this in 1872. Does this make a difference to you as to the meaning?





Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





How do we think about progress today? 


OR


What kind of “moving” would be considered progress today?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











