[image: image1.png]


 
















Paideia Seminar Plan





Text: “Theme for English B	“	





Publication Date: 1949





Author: Langston Hughes (1902-1967)








Ideas & Values: universal and particular, same and other, one and many, knowledge, language














The National Paideia Center


Phone: (919) 962-3128


Web: www.paideia.org


E-mail: info@paideia.org





Who*


F








F











F/P











P











Who*


P








F/P








F/P














Content Steps
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Perform quick pre-write. 


Provide background information. 





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number lines.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read poem silently and individually. Then read aloud as group





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.











Seminar Steps
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What to Do





Writing Activity


Present question prompt. Ask participants to record responses to questions below and then write paragraph or two about what they learned.


What assignment have you been given that was more difficult than your teacher expected? Describe.


How did you feel?


What did you do?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Record responses


Create. Write paragraph or two, integrating information and insights from responses.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What do you think the speaker would say is the most important word or phrase in this poem? (round-robin response)


Why? (spontaneous discussion)








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





How does the speaker feel about the assignment he’s been given?





What does line 32, “That’s American,” mean?





Does the speaker undergo a change during the course of the poem? Explain.








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





In what ways does the speaker of this poem share the condition of ___________ from the novel, The Chocolate War?


OR


Would the speaker of this poem feel the same sense of alienation as a student at this school? 


Why or why not?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











