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Post-Seminar: Graphic Organizer

“We Cannot Live for Ourselves Alone”

Vernon E. Jordan, Jr. (1935- )
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Provide background information. Model how to summarize first paragraph: underline important information, explain how you made selections, and compose sentence including underlined information (but not copying word for word).





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. 


Mark structural features of text. Number paragraphs.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read silently and individually.


Begin to analyze details. Emulate teacher, creating summary sentence for each paragraph (except first one). Form pairs, trade summary sentences, and answer questions below about partner’s sentences. Retrieve your sentences and revise them. Finally, form small groups, focus on assigned paragraph, and create new summary sentence. Also generate list of criteria for good summary. Share group’s sentence and criteria with everyone in room. 


If you hadn’t read the text yourself, would you be able to understand what it was about from this summary? 


Why or why not?


Is there anything important that should be added to this summary? 


What is it?


Is there anything unimportant that could be left out of the summary? 


What is it?


 





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.











Seminar Steps











BEFORE SEMINAR





If you were the school superintendent or governor, would you make community service a requirement for high school graduation?


Yes, I would.		No, I would not.  	(circle one)





AFTER SEMINAR





What to Do





Writing Activity


Present task and question prompt. Ask participants to complete graphic organizer and then write essay or letter to the editor in response to the following question: 


If you were the school superintendent or governor, would you make community service a requirement for high school graduation?  


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Reflect on seminar discussion. Complete graphic organizer.


Create. Write essay or letter to the editor, integrating ideas and insights from graphic organizer.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants




















Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





Which of the author’s statements is most intriguing? (round-robin response)


Why? (spontaneous discussion)





Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





What is the difference between selfishness and true self-interest?





How does the author believe volunteerism will help society?





What effects does volunteering have on the volunteers?





Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





Should people be made to do some sort of community service for free?


Why or why not?


Is this the same as volunteering?


























AFTER SEMINAR





Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











