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Content Steps
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Provide background information. Jewish-American poet Emma Lazarus is best remembered for “The New Collosus,” a poem engraved on a plaque in the Statue of Liberty. She used powerful poetry and essays to argue for civil rights and protest against anti-Semitism.





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number lines.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read poem silently and individually. Then read aloud as group. 





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.











Seminar Steps











BEFORE SEMINAR








AFTER SEMINAR





What to Do





Writing Activity


Present task. Ask participants to respond to questions below and then write poem that should appear at the base of your school’s statue (fictitious or real).


What are the values of this school?


What does it look like when these values are put into action at this school?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Reflect on personal experiences at school. Record responses.


Create. Write poem, integrating ideas and imagery from responses.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What would be a more instructive title for the poem? (round-robin response) 


Why? (spontaneous discussion)








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





Why did the French sculptor and American poet choose to make “the new colossus” a woman instead of a man?





Why does Lazarus have the statue invite the “wretched”?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





If there were a statue outside our school, what would the poem on the base say if it reflected reality?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











