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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Provide background information. The “Gettysburg Address” is the most famous speech by Abraham Lincoln and one of the best known speeches in American history. It was delivered at the dedication of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery in Gettysburg, PA on the afternoon of Thursday, November 19, 1863, four and a half months after the Union army defeated the Confederates at the decisive Battle of Gettysburg. It followed a long and rambling oration by a famous speaker of the day and was so short and so direct that Lincoln had finished speaking and returned to his seat while most of the audience was still settling to listen.





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number sentences.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. 





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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AFTER SEMINAR





What to Do





Writing Activity


Present task. Ask participants to select a role from list below and then compose letter to a friend who shares the person’s perspective, describing Lincoln’s speech. 


Wounded veteran of Union army


Wounded veteran of Southern army


Escaped slave living in North


Southern sympathizer who believes in separate Southern nation


Mother of son killed in battle


Anti-war activist from North


Congressman who is Lincoln’s political enemy


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Reread speech, highlighting specific statements that would elicit response from person and recording responses in margins.


Create. Construct letter, using standard formatting and incorporating ideas from rereading.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





Of the 266 words contained in this version of the “Gettysburg Address,” which one do you think is most significant? (round-robin response) 


Why? (spontaneous discussion)








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





Lincoln opens the address by saying that America is a nation “conceived in liberty and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.” He follows by describing the Civil War as “testing whether ... any nation so conceived and so dedicated can long endure.” What does he mean? 


What forces would prevent a nation dedicated to equality from surviving?





Why does Lincoln say that they “cannot dedicate ... cannot consecrate ... cannot hallow this ground” when that is precisely the purpose of the ceremony?





Lincoln knew that, if popular, his speech would be reprinted in countless newspapers across America, in both the North and South. Beyond those who were physically present at Gettysburg on November 19, 1863, to whom do you think he was speaking? 


Why?





Based on the text, what do you think Lincoln wanted his audience to believe or do as a result of his speech?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





Lincoln closes the “Gettysburg Address” by challenging his audience: “it is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us.” Were he alive today, what “great task” do you think Lincoln would challenge us with? 


In what ways could we rise to the challenge?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











