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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Perform quick pre-write. Record responses to the following questions:


How would you define the word “classic”?


What does it mean for something to be “a classic”?


Provide background information. Shortly after the Peloponnesian War between Athens and Sparta began, the powerful politician Pericles offered a public reflection on the city of Athens, its ideals, and its worth – for which the soldiers died. The historian Thucydides recorded and probably rewrote parts of the speech.





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number paragraphs.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read silently and individually.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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BEFORE SEMINAR








AFTER SEMINAR





What to Do





Writing/Discussion Activity


Present question prompts. Ask participants to record responses to questions below and then discuss.


How would you define the word “classic”?


What does it mean for something to be “a classic”?


Why would educators take care to seek out and teach classics?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Reflect on seminar discussion. Brainstorm.


Create. Record responses.


Display. Share responses with group and discuss ideas.





BEFORE SEMINAR





Who*








F























F


P














*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





Which line from the speech do you consider most? (round-robin response) 


Why? (spontaneous discussion)








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





Why do you think Pericles emphasizes that “we welcome talent to every arena of achievement, nor do we make our choices on the grounds of class but on the grounds of excellence alone”? 


What other parts in the speech does this claim relate to?





What does he mean when he says that “we are lovers of beauty without extravagance, and lovers of wisdom without effeminacy”? 


Why do you think he chooses to emphasize these distinctions?





Pericles emphasizes the combination of reflection and action in the Athenian character. Why do you think he chooses to focus on this relationship?  


Is this part of the speech effective?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





To what parts of your life, public or private, would you choose to apply this speech?  


Why?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











