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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Provide background information. The text is an excerpt from Plato’s The Republic, a series of dialogues in which Plato’s teacher, Socrates, discusses the ideal society with his interlocutors.





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number paragraphs.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read text silently and individually. Then read aloud as group. 





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Drawing Activity


Present task. Ask participants to produce graphic representation of “cave,” capturing the allegory in their drawing.  


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. 


Create.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What sentence do you find most thought-provoking? (round-robin response)


Why? (spontaneous discussion)





Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





Socrates refers several times to the cave as a “prison” and the cave dwellers as “prisoners” and then compares them to the rest of humanity. Why do you think he does this?  





Is the “allegory of the cave” like the process of getting an education? 


Why or why not?





Who does Socrates believe should take on the responsibilities of leadership in the state? 


Why?





What role does dialogue play in the allegory? 


Who is involved and what are their roles?








Closing Question


Personalize and apply ideas.





Where do you see yourself (at this point in your life) in the “allegory of the cave”?  


OR


What have you learned about yourself from Socrates’s description?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











