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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Perform initial inspection. Examine painting (plus the other paintings in the Four Freedoms series, if available), displayed in room and online.


Provide background information. Early in his career, Norman Rockwell established a huge following as an illustrator for the Saturday Evening Post, capturing the fundamental issues of his day with realistic, humorous imagery. On January 6, 1941, President Franklin Roosevelt gave one of the most famous inaugural addresses in American history, in which he described the Four Freedoms, the values for which America was fighting World War II: freedom from want, freedom from fear, freedom of worship, and freedom of speech. Rockwell either volunteered or was recruited to paint iconic images of the four freedoms, which could be used to educate the public. In 1943, the four canvases were published in the Saturday Evening Post before being sent on a nationwide tour called the “Four Freedoms War Bond Show.” Since that time, the images have become some of the most famous of Rockwell’s paintings, especially Freedom from Want, often associated with Thanksgiving.





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Review relevant vocabulary on Word Wall (see Karales Plan). 


Mark structural features of text.





Analytical Reading


Recreate scene with tableaux. Form small groups. In your group, portray figures in painting, creating still scene. Taking turns, present in front of everyone. 


Begin to analyze details. Briefly discuss insights gleaned during tableaux activity. Respond to the following question:


What knowledge did you gain by planning and creating the still scene?





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Analytical Reading Activity Revisited


Recreate scene with tableaux. Taking turns, present in front of everyone. 


Continue to analyze details. After presenting, briefly discuss impact of seminar discussion on tableaux activity. Respond to the following question:


How did your reenactment change due to the seminar discussion?





Drawing Activity


Present task and question prompts. Provide photos of local public meetings. Ask participants to sketch scenes, emulating Rockwell, and then record responses to the following questions:  


How is your sketch similar to Freedom of Speech?


How is your sketch different from Freedom of Speech?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Examine photos and contemplate how Rockwell would depict scenes if he were alive today.  


Create. Sketch local public meetings. Respond to questions.


Revise, if necessary.


Display. Present sketch, comparing it to Freedom of Speech. 
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What adjective would you use to describe the central figure in this painting? (round-robin response) 


Why? (spontaneous discussion)











Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





What do you think is the most important detail in this painting? 


Why?





From what perspective do we view the subject of the painting? 


Why do you think Rockwell chose this perspective?





Rockwell was well-known for using local models in his work as well as taking a number of photographs of those models before beginning a composition. What effects of that process can you see in this painting?





What is significant about the other figures in the painting?





What emotion do you think the figure in the painting is feeling? 


What in the painting makes you think this?








Closing Question


Personalize and apply ideas.





Has there ever been a time in your life when you felt compelled to speak out on an important topic when it was hard to do so? 


What happened?  


OR


If you could portray such a time in your life with a painting, how would you do so?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











