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Paideia Seminar Plan





Text: The Lorax





Publication Date: 1971





Author: Theodor Seuss Geisel (1904-1991)








Ideas & Values: beauty, environment, nature, progress, respect, science





Materials: world map
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Perform quick pre-write. Record responses to questions below and then briefly discuss.


What is a rainforest?


Where are rainforests? Name one.


What is destroying the rainforests?


Provide background information. 





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Refer to page numbers.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read silently and individually.


Begin to analyze details. Record ways that the Once-ler affects plants and animals. Then discuss as group.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Writing/Building Activity


Present task and question prompts. Ask participants to record responses to questions below and then make a new tree and name it, like Dr. Seuss did with his Truffula tree. Finally, ask participants to write a speech about why their tree should be saved.


What would you do if you were giving a speech for a good cause, but no one listened?


What is the name of your tree, and what is the significance of the name?


Why is it important to save your trees?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Reflect on seminar discussion. Respond to questions.


Create. Construct speech, integrating ideas and insights from responses.


Revise, if necessary.


Display. Physically connect tree and speech with tape or glue. Then post in room.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What would be another good title for this book? (round-robin response)  


Why? (spontaneous discussion)








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





How are the Lorax and Once-Ler different? 


How are they similar?





The Lorax said to the Once-ler, “Sir! You are crazy with greed. There is no one on earth who would buy that fool Thneed!” This was spoken after the Once-ler had only chopped down one tree. Why did the Lorax call the Once-ler greedy?





Why didn’t the Once-ler listen to the Lorax? Cite examples from the text.





Did anyone listen to the Lorax? 


Why or why not?





How did others react to the Truffula trees getting chopped down? Explain.





The Once-ler says “…Well, I have my rights, sir, and I’m telling you I intend to go on doing just what I do!”  Did he have rights? 


Why or why not?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





What do you think happened to the last seed? Explain.




















AFTER SEMINAR





Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











