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Pre-Seminar, Seminar, Post-Seminar: KWL Chart
Recollections of My Slavery Days

William Henry Singleton (1835-1938)
After reading the introduction of William Henry Singleton’s Recollections of My Slavery Days, fill in the first two columns. Then read the rest of the selection and begin the third column.
	What do you KNOW about Singleton’s life as a slave and Civil War soldier?
	What do you WANT TO KNOW about Singleton’s life as a slave and Civil War soldier?
	What did you LEARN about slavery and the Civil War?

	
	
	


Post-Seminar: Letter Graphic Organizer

Recollections of My Slavery Days

William Henry Singleton (1835-1938)
Select three things or ideas that were very important to William Henry Singleton and list them in the starbursts below. In the scroll beside each starburst, list details about life in America today that relate to the idea.
Finally, write a letter to Mr. Singleton about life in America today. Include specific, modern details about the three key points you have identified as being important to him.  
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Begin graphic organizer. Read introduction and then complete first couple columns of KWL chart. (What do you know about Singleton’s life as a slave and Civil War soldier? What do you want to know?) 


Provide background information. 





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number paragraphs.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read rest of text.


Continue graphic organizer. Add information to third column of KWL chart. (What did you learn about slavery and the Civil War?) 





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Analytical Reading Activity Revisited


Complete graphic organizer. Add details to third column of KWL chart.





Writing Activity


Present task. Ask participants to write a letter to Mr. Singleton about life in America today. They should use attached graphic organizer to plan.


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Complete graphic organizer.


Create. Construct letter, using standard format and integrating ideas and details from graphic organizer.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.





BEFORE SEMINAR





Who*








P











F








F


P














*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What event from Singleton’s life do you consider most amazing?  (round-robin response)


Why? (spontaneous discussion)





Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





How were slave children treated?





How did Singleton feel about books? (If students get stuck on paragraphs 4 & 5, encourage them to re-read the end of the introduction as well as the last sentence of the text.)





Why did Singleton escape from slavery and become a soldier in the Civil War?





What was the Emancipation Proclamation?


Why was it important?





What benefits did Singleton receive after the war?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





What did Singleton fight for that you now take for granted?

















AFTER SEMINAR





Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











