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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Perform quick pre-write. Read text silently and individually. Record and then discuss first impressions of “To be or not to be..” monologue.


Provide background information. Critics consider Hamlet one of Shakespeare’s greatest works. The play is a revenge tragedy, based on Danish legend. At the beginning of the play, the ghost of King Hamlet appears to two of Prince Hamlet’s friends and tells them to send for the prince. Upon arriving, Hamlet learns that his father was poisoned by his brother Claudius. Claudius has called an end to the period of mourning and has married Hamlet’s mother, the widow Gertrude. Hamlet ponders what to do next. 





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number lines.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read text silently and individually. Then read aloud as group.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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What to Do





Writing/Design Activity


Present task and question prompts. Ask participants to record responses to questions below and then make diagram illustrating Hamlet’s dilemma, plus a potential solution.


What is the main problem?


Why is that a problem?


Can the main problem be divided into a few smaller problems? If so, what are the sub-problems?


What are potential solutions to these problems?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Contemplate Hamlet’s problem as well as potential solutions. Select best solution.


Create. Graphically depict problem and solution. 


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What sentence makes the most sense to you? (round-robin response) 


Why? (spontaneous discussion)











Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





Reread line 4: “To die, to sleep…When we have shuffled off this mortal coil, Must give us pause?”  What do you think that means?





What’s the relationship between the 4th and 5th lines?





Would a volunteer read the 8th line? What is he saying here?





How would you paraphrase the question “to be or not to be…”?





Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





What does this text illuminate about the human mind/ego?
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











