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Pre-Seminar: Reading Guide

Plessy v. Ferguson

US Supreme Court

As you read the key excerpts of this 1896 Supreme Court ruling, note how the two Justices responded to the key question in italics below. Record at least 3 reasons for Justice Brown’s opinion and 5 reasons for Justice Harlan’s opinion. Number the paragraphs of the text, and cite which paragraphs address the key reasons you’ve noted. Finally, respond to the two questions at the bottom of the page.

Were the actions taken against Plaintiff Plessy by the East Louisiana Railway and the New Orleans police lawful?

	Justice Brown: Yes or No (circle one)
	Justice Harlan: Yes or No (circle one)

	
	


What was the Supreme Court’s ruling?

What questions would you ask of the Justices?

Brown:

Harlan:
Paideia Seminar Plan





Text: Plessy v. Ferguson
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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Provide background information. 





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Number paragraphs.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read individually and silently.


Begin to analyze details. 


Complete graphic organizer. Use reading guide to illuminate reasoning of justices.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.
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AFTER SEMINAR





What to Do





Research/Presentation Activity


Present task. Identify several research topics relating to repercussions of Plessy v. Ferguson. Divide participants into groups and assign research topic to each group. (Or alternatively, permit groups to select or create their own topic.) Each group should present its findings in front of everyone. 


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Perform research on topic. Assign roles to members, if desired.


Create. Distill and organize information. Decide how best to present information. Prepare presentation.


Revise, if necessary.


Display. Perform presentation.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants














Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What message did this ruling give to black citizens? (round-robin response)  


Why? (spontaneous discussion)








Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





How did Justice Brown explain the “underlying fallacy of the plaintiff’s argument”? 


How does he align this with the 14th Amendment?





What point did Justice Harlan make in the paragraph about the Chinese?





Harlan used the term “civil rights” three times (in par. 2, 5, and 10 of his dissent). How does he explain the impact of the court’s ruling on Americans’ civil rights?





Select a phrase from Justice Brown’s ruling that would disturb Justice Harlan, and vice versa. What is the essence of their disagreement?





According to Justice Brown, why does segregation not violate the 14th Amendment? 


Why does this argument fail, according to the lone dissenter, Justice Harlan?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





What question would you most want to ask either Justice Brown or Justice Harlan?  


What answer would you expect?  





What does this teach us about the Supreme Court?

















AFTER SEMINAR





Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











