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What to Do





Introductory Step 


Identify ideas and values. Discuss. 


Conduct Opinion Corner activity. Post signs labeled Agree, Strongly Agree, Disagree, and Strongly Disagree in four corners of room. Make statements (such as ones below) and ask participants to silently move to corner matching their personal opinion. Allow participants in each corner to discuss their thoughts and feelings. Ask spokesperson from each group to share group’s thoughts and feelings with everyone in room.


Life should be lived deliberately.


Modern life is much too complex.


Provide background information. 





Inspectional Reading


Identify important vocabulary. Highlight words, phrases, and sentences of import and interest. Use context clues to clarify meaning of unfamiliar words.


Mark structural features of text. Refer to page numbers.





Analytical Reading


Read for meaning, grasping big ideas. Read silently and individually, highlighting sentences relating to Opinion Corner statements.


Begin to analyze details. Write response to following question:


How would Thoreau have responded to the Opinion Corner statements? Explain.





What to Do


Describe ideal dialogue. Note purpose for this practice.





Review role of facilitator and expectations for participants (norms, goals, ground rules).





Make and take suggestions for group process goal. Reach consensus and display goal.





View list of personal participation goals. Individually select and record goal.











What to Do


Reflect on personal goal. Record self-assessment of performance.





Reflect on group process goal. Discuss/assess group dialogue.





Discuss group process goal of next seminar. Make note for future reference.











Seminar Steps











BEFORE SEMINAR





Thesis Statement:





AFTER SEMINAR





What to Do





Writing Activity


Present task and question prompts. Ask participants to respond to questions below and complete graphic organizer before writing essay about how one should live.


Should you apply Thoreau’s principles and directions to your life? 


Why or why not?


Support generative process.


Perform steps of generative process.


Plan. Reflect on seminar discussion. Respond to questions.


Create. Construct essay, integrating ideas and insights from responses and graphic organizer.


Revise, if necessary.


Display.
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*F = Facilitator, P = Participants








1st Reason








3rd Reason





Opening Question 


Identify main ideas from text.





What word or phrase would you use to describe Henry David Thoreau? (round-robin response)


Why? (spontaneous discussion)





Core Questions 


Analyze textual details.





Why did Thoreau go to the woods?





What is meant by “I wanted to live deep and suck out all the marrow of life”?





What did Thoreau want to discover from this experience?





How did Thoreau criticize the common way of living?








Closing Question 


Personalize and apply ideas.





Do you agree or disagree with Thoreau’s view of living?  


Why?











Conclusion
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Process Steps





*F = Facilitator, P = Participants











